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E.O.l 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, PBOR, MR, GH 

SUB J : GHANAIAN FOREIGN MINISTER VISITS MAURITANIA 
REF: (A) NOUAKCHOTT 282(NOTAL), (B) ACCRA 1830 

1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED: SUMMARY: GHANAIAN FOREIGN MINISTER 
SPENT FOUR DAYS IN MAURITANIA ON FRIENDLY IF UNEVENTFUL FAMILIA- 
RIZATION VISIT. FINAL COMMUNIQUE REFERRED TO DESIRABILITY FOR 
NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENTS WITHON OAU FRAMEWORK, BUT MAKDE NO REFERENCE 
TO WESTERN SAHARA. END SUMMARY 

2. DURING GHANAIAN FOREIGN MINISTER COLONEL R.J. FELLT'S 
MASH 18-21 VISIT TOMAURITANIA, HE WAS RECEIED BY PRESIDENT, 

HONORED AT DINNERS GIVEN BY PRESIDENT AND FOREIGN MINISTER AND 
MADE VISITS TO BOUTLIMIT (PRESIDENT'S HOMETOWN) ANDPORT CITY OF 
NOUADHIBOU. AT NOUAHDIBOU HE REVIEW UNIT OF MAURITANIA NAVY 
AND VISITEDMINING AND FISHING INDUSTRY INSTALLATIONS. WHILE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 NOUAKC 00778 242027Z 

AT NOUADHIBOU, QLLI DELEGATION WAS TAKEN ON SHORT TRIP TO 
VILLAGE OF LAGUERA WHERE ROUTE WAS LINED WITH SCHOOL CHILDREN 
AND PARTY FAITHFUL WHO PROVIDED ENTHUSIASTIC WELCOME. VISIT 
INCLUDED SEVERAL WORKING SESSIONS WHICH CONCENTRATED ON FISHING 
PROBLEMS. FINAL JOINT COMUNIQUE ANNOUNCED CREATION OF PERMA- 
NENT COMMISSION TO DISCUSS COOPERATION PARTICULARLY IN COMMERCE, 
INVSTMENTS, COMMUNICATIONS. EDUCATION AND CULTURE. BOTH 
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GIRM FONMINISTER HAMDI MOUKNASS AND MINISTER OF INDUSTRY, 

FISHING AND MERCHANT MARINE ABDALLAHI ISMAEL 
WERE INVITED TO VISIT GHANA. END UNCLASSIFIED 

3. BEGIN CONFIDENT AIL: COMMENT: COMMUNIQUE WAS SILENT ON 
WESTERN SAHARA ISSUE MAKING ONLY BRIEFEST REFERENCE TO UNSPSCIFIED 
AREAS OF TENSION AND DESIRABILITY OF NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT 
WITHIN OAU FREMEWORK. THIS SILENCE CONTRASTS WITH OFFICIAL 
COMMUNIQUE FOLLOWING JANUARY 1978 VISIT OF GAMBIAN FOREIGN 
MINISTER, WHEREIN GAMBIA CONGRATULTED MAURITANIA ON ITS REUNI- 
FICATION AND "AFFORDED IT ITS TOTAL SUPPORT/ (REF A), AND TENDS 

TO SUPPORT PREVIOUS INDICATIONS OF GHANAIAN NON-SUPLVRT OF 
MOROCCAN/MAUGZTANIAN POSITION (KEUUB ). MAURITANIAN FOREIGN 
MINISTRY OFFICIAL WHO ESCORTED DELEGATION TOLD ME THAT WHILE 
EVERYONE THOUGHT COLONEL FELLI WAS PLEASANT ENOUGH AS MILITARY 
OFFICERS GO, THE NUMBER TWO IN THE DELEGATION, PERMANENT 
SCERETARY IN CHARGE OF POLICICAL AFFAIRS SEKIL, WAS EXTREMELY 
IMPESSSIVE DIPLOMAT. 

4. VISIT TO LAGUERA IS APPARENTLY BECOMING PART OF STANDARD 
ITINERARY FOPSVISITING DIQVYARIIB (SEE RSR A). SNYLB 
VILLAGE, WHILE LACKING IN SCENIC ATTRACTIONS IS LOCATED A 

FEW KILOMETERS ACROSS CAP BLANC PTFZGZLA IN WHAT WAS FORMZGWY 
SPANISH SAHARA. ALTHOUGH MAURITANIANS ARE UNDER NO ILLUSION 
THAT VISIT TO AREA IMPLIES RECOGNITION OF THEIR SOVEREIGNTY, THEY 
DO LANT TO DEMONSTRATE TO VISITORS THAT AREA HAS BEEN PEACEFULLY 
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RUNTEGRATED INTO MAURITANIA. END CONFIDENTIAL 
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